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The Corporation of the City of Brampton
 

BRAMPTON CITY COUNCIL 

DATE:jnOnWj3 .20 
Susan Fennell 

Mayor 

Date: April 8, 2011 

Subject: Federal Election Strategy 

Overview: 

•	 The upcoming Federal Election on May 2, 2011 provides an opportunity to raise 
awareness of municipal issues that are impacted by the Federal Government. 

•	 This report identifies the municipal issues pertinent to Brampton and potential 
ways to bring these to the attention of federal riding candidates and the public 
during the election campaign. 

Recommendation: 

1.	 That the report from Mayor Susan Fennell, dated April 8, 2011, re: Federal
 
Election Strategy, be received.
 

Introduction: 

The Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM), of which the City of Brampton 
is a member, advocates on behalf of Canadian municipalities to the federal 
government. As Peel's representative to FCM's National Board of Directors, 
Mayor Fennell participates in these advocacy strategies while advancing the 
profiles of Peel Region and the City of Brampton at the federal level. 

The Federal Government's policies and programs affect municipal services and 
ultimately the quality of life in a community. The upcoming Federal Election on 
May 2,2011 provides an opportunity to raise awareness of these municipal 
issues. This report identifies those issues and ways to bring to the attention of 
the candidates and the public Brampton's priorities during the Federal election 
campaign. 
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Municipal Policy Issues of National Significance: 
As the national agency representing Canadian municipalities, FCM has a 
mandate to foster strong communities through economic prosperity and an 
enhanced quality of life. As an advocacystrategy, FCM has launched their 
federal election platform, titled, "Strong Cities, Strong Communities, Strong 
Canada," that is appended to this report as Appendix "A." 

The strategy calls for municipalities to advance the general principles of FCM's 
election platform at the local level. The priority issues of FCM's Federal Election 
Strategy, which also reflect many Cityof Brampton priorities, are as follows: 

Fiscal Balance - Municipalities need access to revenues that grow with the 
economy to manage their growing responsibilities without putting the burden on 
property taxpayers, straining local services or forcing the deferral of essential 
infrastructure repairs. 

Infrastructure - Despite recent gains, municipalities still lack the funding tools to 
repair and replace public infrastructure and need a longer-term funding model 
that supports better planning and more efficient use of tax dollars. 

Transportation and Public Transit - While the Gas Tax provides on-going 
infrastructure funding, municipalities need a coordinated plan and long-term 
funding for a national transportation network that supports competitiveness in the 
global marketplace. 

Housing and Homelessness - Municipalities need a national action plan with 
appropriate funding to eliminate homelessness and provide affordable housing in 
such a way that it does not increase the burden already placed on property 
taxpayer-funded health and social services. 

Policing and Community Safety - In partnership with the Federal and Provincial 
Governments, municipalities require an action plan and dedicated funding levels 
to make the most of every tax dollar invested in public safety. 

Rural - Communities in rural, remote and northern Canada need a voice and a 
coordinated vision to ensure the production of natural resources, energy, 
agricultural products and raw materials that support the national economy. 

Proposed Federal Election Strategy: 

FCM's Federal Election Platform 

As part of their Federal Election Platform, FCM will be providing a toolkit to help 
member municipalities become involved in the campaign and promote their 
priority issues at the local level. The resources in their toolkit include media 
releases, key messages and sample debate questions for use in local candidate 
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debates and town halls. Staff will make use of these resources in the Brampton 
Federal Election Strategy. 

Region of Peel Federal Election Strategy 
In Peel, the advocacy of municipal issues contained in FCM's Platform applies to 
both the Region and local government and will affect all taxpayers. Forthis 
reason, a coordinated effort between the Region of Peel and the area 
municipalities to promote common municipal issues during the election was 
considered. 

The Region of Peel has prepared their Federal Election Strategy and due to the 
shortness of time, has already scheduled an all-candidates Briefing on Thursday 
April 14th. The Briefing's purpose is to make all political party candidates in the 
nine federal ridings in Peel aware of the municipal issues affected by the Federal 
government. A presentation will be made that is based on the priority issues in 
FCM's platform, but is customized to highlight the issues pertinent to the Region 
and the three area municipalities. The City of Brampton will participate in the 
Region's planned all candidates Briefing and provide input to the presentation 
and handout materials for candidates. 

City of Brampton Federal Election Strategy 

Brampton's Federal Election Strategy will focus on the areas of Fiscal Imbalance, 
Infrastructure Funding and Transportation and Public Transit that are our priority 
issues with the Federal Government. Staff will prepare briefing materials that 
highlight Brampton's priorities within these three areas. Working with Corporate 
Communications staff and making use of the resources in FCM's toolkit, 
Brampton's priorities will be communicated to the public for them to consider 
during the election campaign. 

Conclusion: 

The Federal Election provides an opportunity for municipalities to make all party 
candidates aware of municipal issues and lets the public know that the Federal 
Government's policies affect the delivery of local services and their property 
taxes. 

jb^.h &*-JU/, 
Susan Fennell 

Mayor 

Appendices: 

Appendix "A": FCM's Federal Election Platform "Strong Cities, Strong 
Communities, Strong Canada." 
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Strong Cities,
 
Strong Communities,
 

Strong Canada
 

FCM 2011 Federal Election Platform 

April 6, 2011 
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For more information, please contact Mike Buda at mbuda@fcm.ca. 

Join the Conversation Online! 

• Ifyou are on Twitter, follow @FCM_Online. 
• Ifyou tweet, blog,or discuss municipal prioritiesonline in this election, 

please let us know. Include@FCM_online in your tweet or email us the 
relevant details at election2011@fcm.ca. 

FEDERATION FEDERATION 
OF CANADIAN CANADIENNE DES 

MUNICIPALITIES MUNICIPALITESFCM 
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Introduction 

In recent years, the Government of Canada has started working with 
municipalities to rebuild our crumbling infrastructure and fight the 
global recession. As election-day approaches, Canadians want to know 
that all parties in the House ofCommons are ready to expand that part 
nership and build communities that will drive our economy and protect 
our quality of life for years to come. 

When the global economic crisis hit, the federal government called on 
municipalities to turn its stimulus plan into action. Together with prov 
inces and territories, they created hundreds of thousands of jobs repair 
ing the country's aging roads, bridges, water systems, and community 
centres. These investments will leave a legacy of stronger communities, 
and a newmodel for meeting our most pressing national challenges. 

Aswe continue our economic recovery, Canada must build a more secure 

foundation for its future. Our next federal government must turn a 
temporary stimulus plan into a permanent new economic partnership 
with municipalities. 

Together, we must buildcities and communities that are innovation and 
investment hubs.These places wouldhave the infrastructure and services 
to supportgrowing businesses andworking families and the high quality 
of life to compete globally and attractand retain skilled workers. 

"Extensive andefficient infrastructure is critical for ensuring the effective functioning of the 

economy, as it is an important factor determining the location of economic activity and the 

kinds of activities orsectors that can develop ina particular economy." 
World Economic Forum, GlobalCompetitiveness Report, 2010-2011 

Strong Cities, Strong Communities, Strong Canada • FCM2011 Federal Election Platform | 1 
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Working with local governments 
For many years, Canadian governments were slow to respond to growing 
problems inour municipalities. Today, for the first time, all parties inthe 
House ofCommons recognize the economic importance ofCanada's cit 
ies and communities. They also realize the value ofworking more closely 
with local governments. 

"Going forward, theGovernment will work with provinces, territories, the Federation of 

Canadian Municipalities andotherstakeholders to develop along-term plan for public 

infrastructure that extends beyond the expiry of theBuilding Canada plan." 
Federal Budget 2011 

In the lastfew years, the Government of Canada has helped repair some 
of the worst damage done to our municipalities bydecades ofdownload 
ing and under-investment. The government has invested billions of dol 
lars in local roads, water systems, public transit and affordable housing. 
And, through the Building Canada Plan (BCP) and the permanent Gas 
Tax Fund (GTF), the government has moved away from the short-term, 
ad-hoc infrastructure funding models of the past. 

Municipalities lack funding tools 
However, the job is far from finished. Despite recent gains, municipali 
ties still lack the funding tools to support the national economy and 
meet Canadians' needs. Municipalities collect just eight cents of every 
taxdollar paid in Canada. Meanwhile, theybuild more than one-halfof 
the country's core infrastructure; theypaythe salaries of twoout of three 
police officers; and they fund downloaded responsibilities for social ser 
vices, immigrant settlement and lawenforcement. 

2 | Strong Cities, Strong Communities, Strong Canada • FCM 2011 Federal Election Platform 
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Canada's tax system takes too much from our communities and puts 
too little back in. Federal and provincial treasuries consume the tax 
dollars generated by economic growth. While the Gas Tax Fund pro 
vides ongoing infrastructure funding, other programs - for public tran 
sit, affordable housing, and municipal policing - are short term and 
unpredictable. This makes it difficult for front-line service providers to 
budget effectively. 

Unlike many of their European and American counterparts, Canadian 
municipalities are left to rely on the slow-growing property tax. It is an 
out-of-date and regressive funding tool thathitsmiddle- and low-income 
Canadians hardest, including working families, senior citizens and small-
business owners. 

Without access to revenues that grow with the economy, and without 

sufficient long-term investments by other governments, municipalities 
continue to face a structural gap between their growing responsibilities 
and the resources they have to meet them. 

This fiscal imbalance places a growing burden on property tax 
payers, strains local services and forces municipalities to defer 
essential infrastructure repairs. As a result, Canada's municipal infra 
structure deficit - which stood at $123 billion in 2007 - continues 

to grow. Canadians experience this problem each day, in the form of 
crumbling roads, traffic congestion and boilwater advisories. 

Strong Cities, Strong Communities,StrongCanada • FCM 2011 FederalElectionPlatform | 3 
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Moving forward
 
To solve these problems, we must reform municipalities' funding tools 
and reinvent their relationship with the other orders of government. 
Cities and communities were once viewed as the junior partners ofcon 
federation, but today they are on the front-line ofour most important 
social, economic, and environmental issues. As long as our cities and 
communities are boxed in by a 19th century mindset, Canada cannot 
hope to meet 21st century challenges. 

In this election campaign, all parties must pledge to expand and entrench 
thegrowing partnership between federal and municipal governments. 

The first priority is to put recent gains on a long-term track. Forty per 
cent of current federal investments in our municipalities are scheduled 
to expire in the next 36 months. These are not one-time stimulus dol 

lars, rather, these arecore investments to repair roads, houselow-income 
seniors and keep police patrolling our streets. The next federal govern 
ment must deliver long-term extensions of these critical investments. 

FACTS & FIGURES
 

Federal-municipal investments: Recently expired/soon-to-expire
 

•	 Building Canada Infrastructure Fund: $1.2 billion per year 

(expires 2014) 

•	 Affordable housing and homelessness programs: $380 million 

per year (expires 2014) 

•	 Public Transit Capital Trust: $300 million per year (expired 2009) 

•	 PoliceOfficer Recruitment Fund: $80 million per year (expires 2014) 

Joint infrastructure investments —from the New Deal to Canada's 

Economic Action Plan —have opened the door to a new era of federal
municipalcooperation. In its 2011 budget, the federal governmentcom 
mitted to extend its collaboration with municipalities by developing a 

4 | Strong Cities, Strong Communities, Strong Canada • FCM 2011 Federal Election Platform 
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new long-term infrastructure plan. All parties mustcommit to turn these 
words into action, and to implement a plan built onsustainable funding 
and clear performance targets. 

Parties must also commit to expand this partnership to meet other 
national challenges including traffic congestion, struggling communi 
ties, rising crime costs, and a broken housing system that leaves too many 
Canadians out in the cold. 

Canada needs to establish a moresecure economic future, supported by 
safe, strong and sustainable communities. No government can achieve 
this on its own. All orders of government must build on what they have 
achieved together, tear down the silos standing in the way of delivering 
results, and reform the antiquated funding tools and intergovernmental 
relationships that have held municipalities backfor too long. 

Strong Cities, Strong Communities, Strong Canada • FCM 2011 Federal Election Platform | 5 
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Principles for building our future
 

Give municipalities the tools to support economic growth. 
Municipalities do not have access to revenues that keep pace with their 
growing populations and economies. Until they do, Canada's infrastruc 
ture and local services will always lag behind the needs of businesses, 
workers and families. 

Put recent gains on a long-term track. Canadians do not want to relive 
the 1990s, when other governments pushed their budget deficits onto 
thebacks ofmunicipalities by cutting transfers and downloading respon 
sibilities. The federal government must extend investments in cities and 
communities within its long-termfiscal framework. 

Expand intergovernmental partnerships. Too often, governments 
work separately when cooperation is required. This leads to confusion 
and waste. Canadians are working together to build their communities 
and drive the economy. Their elected governments must do the same. 

Deliverthe best value to taxpayers. Setmeasurable targets forevery dol 
lar invested, and report back to Canadians on the results. Build on fed 
eral infrastructure program reforms to cut red tape, streamline approvals 
and eliminate duplication amongdifferent orders of government. 

Get the private sector involved. Save taxpayers' dollars by engaging the 
private sector. Start by reducing barriers to building newrental housing, 
introducing employer-provided transit passes and building municipal 
capacity to undertake P3s. 

6 | Strong Cities, Strong Communities, Strong Canada • FCM2011 Federal Election Platform 
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The front lines ofbuildinga green economy 

Canadians have consistently ranked the economy and the environment 
within their top priorities. Delivering on these two sets of policies would 
take Canada a longway toward developing a green economy - one that 
providesgrowth and goodjobs whilereducingour environmental impact. 

Municipalities are on the front line of building a green economy in 
Canada. They make a significant contribution to protecting the environ 
ment. Municipalities provide sustainable transportation options, treat 

wastewater, safely dispose of waste, and limit nuisance-causing air pol 
lution. Our cities and towns also play a crucial economic role in areas 

that include innovation, building human capital and supporting business 

through the design and maintenance of core infrastructure. 

The opportunity to build a green economy lies in leveraging and coor 

dinating both municipal contributions - to the environment and to 

the economy. 

The economic gains reaped from the global green economy likely will 

be disproportionately captured by those economies that enter into it 

quickly - the early adapters. Adapting early in the Canadian context 

requires action in a few key areas, including sustainable transportation; 

energy efficiency of buildings; renewable electricity and energy conser 
vation; wastewater treatment and water conservation; efficient urban 

land use; and solid waste management. Municipal frontline experience 

can help to achieve federal goals in these sectors. 

FCM's federal Election 2011 platform includes several recommendations 

that contribute to building a green economy. Specifically, the federal 

government must: 

•	 commit to paying its share of the $20-billion cost of meeting new 

federal wastewater standards; 

•	 invest more of the federal taxes Canadians already pay at the gas 

pump to reduce commute times and improve public transit; 

•	 legislate clear targets for increasing access to public transit; 

•	 implement supportive tax policies, including a tax-deductible, 

employer-provided public transit pass; and 

•	 provide incentives to increase, by 10 per cent, the number of new 

rental units built across the country each year - including support 

for the energy retrofitting and upgrading of existing rental units. 

Strong Cities, Strong Communities, Strong Canada • FCM 2011 Federal Election Platform | 7 
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Priority issues
 

Infrastructure 
For 25 years, the municipal infrastructure deficit has placed a growing 
burden on our economy and quality oflife. Now, the federal government 
has the opportunity to turn recent gains into a lasting solution. 

In the last few years, the federal government has increased its infrastruc 
tureinvestments and started reforming its infrastructure programs. It has 
moved toward a longer-term funding model that supports better plan 
ning andmore-efficient use of tax dollars. And it has fostered a new spirit 
of intergovernmental partnership, and designed faster, more-efficient 
funding programs. The building blocks of a permanent fix to the infra 
structure deficit are now in place. The challenge is to put themtogether. 

There is no time to waste. In addition to repairing rapidly-aging roads, 
bridges, and publictransitsystems, and making newinvestments to sup 
port growth, municipalities are facing a range of unprecedented infra 
structure challenges. 

FACTS & FIGURES 

Infrastructure 

•	 The municipal infrastructure deficit is $123 billion (2007). 

•	 Every dollar invested in infrastructure delivers 17 cents in benefits 

to the private sector. 

•	 For every dollar municipalities invest in local infrastructure, 

federal, provincial and territorial governments receive a combined 

35 cents, mainly through new income and sales taxes. (18 cents 

federal; 17 cents provincial and territorial.) Municipalities build, 

own and maintain more than 50% of the country's infrastructure. 

•	 There were more than 1,200 boil water advisories issued across 

Canada in 2010. 

•	 New federal wastewater regulations will require communities to 

rebuild 1 in 4 wastewater treatment systems, at a national cost of 

more than $20 billion. 

8 | Strong Cities, Strong Communities, Strong Canada • FCM 2011 Federal Election Platform 
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Proposed new federal wastewater regulations will require cities and com 
munities to rebuild one in four of the country's wastewater systems, at 
an estimated cost of more than $20 billion. Climate change will create 
growing cost pressures, most immediately in theNorthwhere theperma 
frost is melting beneath streets, homes and businesses. Rural communi 
ties, facing high per capita costs and shrinking tax bases, are struggling to 
provide the facilities they need to diversify their economies andsupport 
natural resource industries. 

In Budget 2011-12, the federal government committed to develop a new 
long-term infrastructure plan, in partnership with FCM, provinces and 
territories. This plan will kick in as thecurrent Building Canada Plan 
expires. The new plan must take stock of recent infrastructure invest 
ments and growing challenges, and set priorities for the future. 

A long-term plan will also lead to broader economic benefits. For 
instance, as the order of government responsible for providing drinking 
water, wastewater treatment and public transportation, municipalities 
can partner with other governments to support innovations in sustain-

ability, and position Canada as a leader in the global green economy. 

Recommendation: 

All parties must commit to turn this commitment into action, and to 
implement a plan built on sustainable funding and clear performance 
targets. Specifically, parties must commit to legislate a long-term infra 
structure plan that: (1) indexes the federal GasTaxFund to keepup with 
economic growth; (2) renews thesoon-to-expire Building CanadaFund; 
(3) pays the federal share of any new infrastructure costs downloaded 
onto municipalities, including the more than $20-billion costof meeting 
new federal wastewater standards; and (4) dedicates infrastructure fund 

ing for rural, remote and northern communities and sets appropriate 
population thresholds. 

Strong Cities, Strong Communities, Strong Canada • FCM 2011 Federal Election Platform | 9 
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Transportation and Public Transit 

"Congestion continues to chokeourcities" 

Carol Wilding, President & CEO of the Toronto Board of Trade 

To compete globally, Canada needs fast, efficient transportation net 
works that connect companies to customers, workers to jobs, and cities 
to international markets. But a lack ofcoordination andlong-term fund 
ing has allowed traffic gridlock to spiral out of control, andcritical gaps 
to form in our air, rail, road and marine linkages. 

All governments mustcome together to fill strategic transportation gaps 
and put a ceiling on the millions-of-hours-a-year traffic gridlock costs to 
businesses, workers and families. According to the latest research by the 
Toronto Board ofTrade, Canada's two largest urban areas - the Greater 
Toronto Area and Metro Montreal - both have average daily commute 
times of more than 75 minutes. These commute times exceed those in 

NewYork, London and Paris. In the Board ofTrades rankingof the best 
and worst commutes in 23 global centres, just one Canadian city made 
it into the top 10. 

FACTS & FIGURES
 

Transportation
 

•	 Every year, traffic gridlock costs motorists more than $5 billion
 

annually in delays.
 

•	 The average Canadian spends the equivalent of 32 days a year
 

commuting to and from work.
 

•	 According to a recent report by the Toronto Board of Trade,
 

Canada's two largest urban regions, Metro Montreal and the
 

Greater Toronto Area, have average daily commute times of more
 

than 75 minutes. These are the worst commute times in a ranking
 

of 23 global cities. Only one Canadian city made it into the top ten.
 

10 | Strong Cities, Strong Communities, Strong Canada • FCM 2011 Federal Election Platform 
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While the federal government supports municipal public transit invest 
ments through the Gas Tax Fund, the high costs of building modern 
urban transit systems requires dedicated funding. Canada's only national 
source of dedicated transit funding, the Public Transit Capital Trust, 
expired in 2010. As municipalities plan subways, light-rail, and bus 
routes to drive our economy in the future, dedicated federal funding 
must be reinstated and expanded. 

Recommendation: 

Canada needs a national strategy to cut commute times, improve public 
transit, and bridge gaps in the national transportation system. All parties 
must commit to dedicating funding for public transit in the long-term 
fiscal framework; legislate clear targets for increasing access to public 
transit; and implement supportive tax policies, including a tax-deduc 
tible, employer-provided public transit pass; and work with provinces, 
territories, and municipalities to prioritize and address strategic gaps in 
Canada's air, rail, road, and marine networks. 

As a first step, all parties should commit to invest more of the federal 
taxes Canadians already pay at the gas pump in shorter commutes and 
better public transit. In addition to its existing Gas Tax Fund, the fed 
eral government must dedicate a share of its current gas tax revenues to 
replace $400 million in recently expired federal transit funding. 

Strong Cities, Strong Communities, Strong Canada • FCM 2011 Federal Election Platform | 11 
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Rural, remote and northern Canada 
Rural, remote and northern Canada helps fuel our national economy 
and define our national character. But the towns and villages that make 
up rural, remote and northern Canada are fighting for their lives, strug 
gling against growing odds to secure a future for themselves in a country 
they helped build. Election 2011 must include a debate and commit 
ments by all parties to help rural, remote and northern communities 
secure their future. 

The natural resources, energy, agricultural products and raw materials 
extracted from rural, remote and northern areas now make up 50 per 
cent of Canada's exports. These industries are driving corporate profits, 
paying billions of dollars in taxes every year, and creating spin-off jobs 
and new growth in Canada's urban regions. 

With shrinking tax bases, limited revenue sources and rapidly aging 
infrastructure, rural, remote and northern municipalities are struggling 
to providethe basic services and community facilities their communities 
need to attract and retain residents and businesses. 

Forthe mostpart, each orderofgovernment has itsownvisions and strat 
egies for rural, remote and northern development. An effective response 
to these challenges must integrate the rural, remote and northern devel 
opment policies and programs of all orders of government. Without a 
national strategy to sustain these communities, their way of life —and 
their contribution to Canada - will be permanently weakened. 

Recommendation: 

All parties should support proposed new measures in Budget 2011-12 
to support volunteerfirefighters and improve access to medical services. 
They must also commit to appoint a new ministerof rural, remote and 
northern affairs, to ensure the rural, remote and northern voice is heard 

in allcorners of the federal government, and to coordinate rural, remote 
and northern initiatives across departments.The newminister must have 
the authority and resources to keepa nationalvision for rural, remoteand 
northern Canada moving forward and on the political agenda. Rural, 

12 | Strong Cities, Strong Communities, Strong Canada • FCM2011 Federal Election Platform 
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remote and northern communities need enduring commitments - and 
a long-term plan - from the Government of Canada, to ensure rural, 
remoteand northern priorities receive the sustained resources and atten 
tion they need. This planwill allow rural, remote and northern commu 
nities to tackle problems with deep roots and implement strategies with 
long time horizons. 

This platform contains a number of other recommendations that con 
tribute to a long-term plan to buildand sustain rural, remote and north 
ern communities, including: 

•	 an index on the Gas Tax Fund, and the renewal of the Building 
Canada Fund; 

• priority on addressing strategic gaps in Canada's air, rail, road, and 
marine networks, including rural, remote and northern airports, 
intercity bus-lines and ferries; 

•	 federal funding to meet proposed wastewater standards; 
• dedicated infrastructure funding for rural, remote and northern 

communities, with appropriate population thresholds; 
•	 a guarantee that new RCMP contracts will not be downloaded 

additional costs onto municipal property taxpayers; and 
• the need to	 reform the national policing system, reverse down 

loading on municipal forces, and establish a more rational distri 
bution of responsibilities and resources. Otherwise, it will emerge 
from the budget fight with no planfor the future, and 3 or 4 years 
of fiscal restraint will lead to another lost decade for our cities 

and communities. 

FACTS & FIGURES
 

Rural, remote and northern Canada
 

•	 Rural, remote and northern communities support industries that 

account for more than 50 per cent of Canada's exports including 

energy, agri-food and natural resources. 

•	 On average, rural household incomes are $10,000 less than in 

other parts of the country. 

•	 In the past decade, rural, remote and northern Canada's share of 

the national population fell below 20% for the first time. 

Strong Cities, Strong Communities, Strong Canada • FCM 2011 Federal Election Platform | 13 



*h-ii 

Policing and Community Safety 
There is nothing more important to Canadians than the safety of their 
families and their communities. No order ofgovernment does more to 
deliver on that priority than municipalities. 

However, during the past 30 years, a growing share of Canada's polic 
ing duties have been shifted onto municipalities, either through direct 
downloading or the inability of the RCMP to fulfill all its responsibili 
ties. Municipalities pay more than 60% of total policing costs. Every 
year, theyperform between$500 and $600 millionworth of downloaded 
federal policing duties inareas such as border security, international drug 
trafficking, and cyber-crime. 

Today, policing andpublic safety is thefastest-growing area in municipal 
budgets, making up more than 20% of local spending. In many com 
munities, policing costs are rising faster than the cost of health care. 
Without a new approach, these costs will push property taxpayers to the 
breaking point and crowd out other coreservices. 

FACTS & FIGURES 

Policing 

•	 Municipalities employ 65% of all police officers in Canada. 

•	 Municipal property taxpayers pay $600 million a year in down 

loaded federal policing duties. 

•	 Policing and public security are the fastest growing item in the 

average local budget, representing 20% of total costs. 

Recommendation: 

In partnership with provinces, territories, and municipalities, all fed 
eral parties must: (1) commit to an action plan that makes the most of 
every dollar governments invest fighting crime; (2) replace the soon-to
expire Police Officer Recruitment Fund and set dedicated funding levels 
for front-line policing in the long-term fiscal framework; (3) support 

14 | Strong Cities, Strong Communities, Strong Canada • FCM 2011 Federal Election Platform 
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front-line programs that attack the causes of crime and stop troubled 
youths from becoming career criminals; (4) guarantee that new RCMP 
contracts will not download additional costs on to municipal property 
tax payers; and (5) sitdown with provinces, territories andmunicipalities 
to reform the national policing system, reverse downloading on munici 
pal forces, and establish a more rational distribution of responsibilities 
and resources. 

Strong Cities, Strong Communities, Strong Canada • FCM 2011 Federal Election Platform | 15 



V*v-*2t
 

Housing 
Canadians are concerned about thehigh costs ofhousing and thehome 
lessness crisis playing out in communities across the country. Over the 
years, short-term funding has led to Band-aid solutions. As a result, 
thousands of Canadians are living one night to the next in emergency 
shelters, andan unsustainable burden is placed on taxpayer-funded med 
ical and social services. 

Rising housing prices and rental shortages are making it difficult for 
cities to attract the workers they need to support the economy. At the 
same time, aging social housing units are leaving many single-parent 
families, low-income seniors, and new immigrants struggling to find 
adequateshelter. 

More than four million Canadians cannot find housing they can afford 
to pay for on their current household salaries. At last count, there were 
175,000 families across the country on waiting lists for social housing. 
As well, there were four cities that had more than 10,000 on local wait 

inglists. More than 40,000 Canadians sleep in emergency shelters every 
night, including families with children. 

Recommendation: 

Canada's housing system is broken and its time to implement a national 
action plan to fix it. All parties must commit to: (1) legislate 10-year 
targets for eliminating homelessness and fill housing market gaps so 
Canadians can find homes they can afford; (2) renew expiring federal 
housing programs and housing subsidies, and set dedicated funding lev 
els for affordable housing in the long-term fiscal framework; and (3) 
provide incentives to increase the number of newrentalunits built across 
the country by 10 per cent each and every year. 

16 | Strong Cities, Strong Communities, Strong Canada • FCM 2011 Federal Election Platform 
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FACTS & FIGURES 

Housing and homelessness 

•	 In 1.5 million households - or 12.7 % of all homes - Canadians are in 

"core housing need", stretching their salaries to the breaking point 
to pay the rising cost of shelter. 

•	 One-third of Canadian households are renters, living in more than 

3.9 million rental units in apartments, houses and condominiums 

across the country. 

•	 InToronto research shows moving an average person from tempo 

rary shelters into stable housing reduces social and health services 

costs by $9,000 per year. In the case of the chronically homeless, 
many of whom suffer from mental illness, the net savings are as 
high as $17,000 per year. 

•	 At last count there were more than 175,000 families on social 

housing waiting lists across Canada. 

•	 More than 40,000 Canadians, including families with children, 

sleep in emergency shelters every night. 

•	 One in five prison inmates in the Toronto area were homeless when 

they were arrested. One in three say they will live in an emergency 
shelter when they are released. 

StrongCities,StrongCommunities, StrongCanada • FCM 2011 Federal Election Platform | 17 




